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Two Major June Events in Open Space: Juneteenth and Trails Day

Here’s to Our Open Space volunteers!
Whether they’re leading nature hikes, clearing and cleaning trails or the Bosque, walking the 
trails and assisting fellow hikers, managing the desk at the Open Space Visitor Center, they’re 
vital to the operation of our wonderful Open Space properties. 

A message from Open Space Alliance Board President Steve Glass:

Welcome to Spring, everyone! The weather is turbulent during this time of year, and so is the budget process for 

the City of Albuquerque. As I write this, the City Council and the Mayor are in the process of developing a 

budget for fiscal year 2027, which must include reductions across the board due to anticipated decreases in 

revenues. The Parks and Recreation Department is no exception, and can anticipate a 3% reduction in their 

budget. The Department will likely lose 12 positions, and 4 of those positions are within the Open Space 

Division. The Division can also anticipate that funding for temporary staff will be eliminated entirely. The result 

will be reductions in planning, education and park attendant staff, which will drastically impact the ability of 

the Division to accomplish their mission of offering quality outdoor experiences for the public. The Division will 

need increased support from the Open Space Alliance during FY2027, which makes your role as OSA members 

even more crucial. Please consider making a tax-deductible donation if you’re able (link here). If your schedule 

permits, you might also consider joining the Open Space Division volunteer corps. The OSA Board and the 

Open Space Division truly appreciate your support!

https://www.memberplanet.com/campaign/openspacealliance/donatetotheopenspacealliance


OSD and OSA Collaborate to Demonstrate Our 

City’s Bounty at Earth Day New Mexico Festival
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Our Open Space Visitor Center

Bill’s pelts and turtle shell

OSA Board members Bill, Lance and 

Colleen at our booth on Earth Day

Though Earth Day was officially April 22, it was 

celebrated in Albuquerque on Sunday, April 26, 

with a more-than-football-field-sized show on 

the green at Balloon Fiesta Park.  The Open 

Space Division and the Open Space Alliance had 

side-by-side tables greeting all comers, staffed 

by OSD Volunteer Coordinator Jonathan 

Donovan and OSA board members Colleen 

Shackley, Bill Pentler and Lance Chilton.  And 

despite a cloudy day with frequent strong gusts 

of wind, we greeted hundreds of people of all 

ages.

Earth Day celebrates our home planet and 

emphasizes actions that we might take to help 

preserve it.  Exhibitors span the gamut from 

governmental agencies like OSD, Albuquerque 

Transit and the State Engineer’s Office and NM 
Environment Department and the US Forest 

Service to environmental organizations such as 

the Sierra Club and World Wildlife Federation to 

electric car, solar energy and geothermal energy 

equipment companies.

Bill’s collection of pelts (not captured on Open 

Space land!)  was a big hit with the kids, who 

gingerly fingered the skins and guessed what  

animals had contributed them (beaver, otter, 

raccoon, gray fox, badger, coyote) and picked up 

the turtle shell, looking for its inhabitant (it 

wasn’t home) while we explained how wonderful 
Albuquerque’s open spaces really are.  Colleen 
brought cards featuring her artwork and Bill 

brought cards with his photos of Open Space.

Beyond our booth, attendees heard more about 

ways they can make a difference for our 

environment – our Earth – by advocacy and by 

purchasing and using environmentally-friendly  

products.  We’ll be back at Earth Day next April – 

please come by our booth.



Great Views and Accessible Trails Minutes from 

Downtown at San Antonio Oxbow Bluffs Open Space

Namaste, Albuquerque!  Yes, that means “hello” and “good-

bye, and ”I bow to you” in Sanskrit-related languages like 

Hindi and Nepali.  And Albuquerque’s newest Open Space 
unit sits at the east end of Namaste Drive, down the hill from 

Coors Blvd. on Albuquerque’s East Side.  So, say “namaste” 
(the hello variety) to the San Antonio Oxbow Open Space.

While we’re on  the subject of definitions, an oxbow is a U-

shaped  bend in a river, cut off from the river’s main flow.  The 
San Antonio Oxbow sits alongside the Rio Grande and is often 

watered by the river that once flowed west of its current 

course.  The oxbow itself sits spectacularly below a high bluff 

– when we toured the Open Space property recently, it had not 

had water for some time and so the cattails and rushes below 

us were light brown, a beautiful foreground for views of the 

river, the city, and the Sandia and Manzano Mountains.

Though the landscape high above the Oxbow itself looked 

barren, we passed cholla and prickly pear cactus, grasses, a 

couple of cottonwoods and many other trees and plants as we 

walked the mile or so of ADA-compliant trails and the crusher-

fine trail constructed by OSD staff around the property. Birds 

called out flying overhead, and evidence of beavers and other 

mammals could be seen below us.

The city purchased 23 acres from the estate of the Poole 

family in 2022 and has been working on a parking lot, trails 

and a shade structure and some replanting since then.  It 

opened to the public in May with a happy ceremony 

celebrating the site’s near completion.  

Suzie and Rufus Poole built their house near the bluff 

overlooking the Oxbow in 1957, after moving here from the 

East Coast, where Suzie was a singer and musician and Rufus 

was a sought-after attorney.  After moving  to the largely 

vacant West Side of the Rio Grande, Suzie became a well-

regarded singer, environmentalist and philanthropist; her 

husband was especially revered as the attorney who 

engineered the transfer of sacred Blue Lake to the Taos 

Pueblo.  They will be honored on the site where their home 

existed until burning down in 2020, 55 years after Rufus’  and  
8 years after Suzie’s death.

Adryana Vialpando, the OSD employee who has supervised 

the project since its inception, said she will be very happy to 

see it completed, allowing visitors to see her work and the 

work of many OSD employees.  She singled out Jim Sattler and 

OSD director Colleen Langan-McRoberts for their roles in 

making the Open Space jewel a reality. Extensive community 

engagement made certain that those living nearby would also 

be happy with the new space.
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OSA board members 

include Steve Glass, Bill 

Pentler, Lance Chilton, 

and  Augusta Farley.

Photo of the Poole house from the OSD 

website, https://www.cabq.gov/

parksandrecreation/open-

space/lands/san-antonio-oxbow-

extension.  Other photos by Bill Pentler

Poole house 

before being 

destroyed by fire

When there was 

more water

The dry view

 this April
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OUR RIO GRANDE, A Short Story about a Long River
By Richard Shackley

We are so lucky to live, work, and play next to the fourth longest river in the United States*.  It is one of the few 

rivers in North America that cuts through the center of a state from border to border.  Our river is known by many 

names.  Here in New Mexico, and North America, it’s known as the Rio Grande.  In old Mexico it’s called Rio Bravo 
del Norte or just Rio Bravo.  All five of the Pueblo language groups have different names for the river and the Navajo 
have named it differently than the rest.

The Rio Grande was conceived 20-30 million years ago when the earth’s crust began to spread and thin in a line 

from Mexico to south-central Colorado.  As the crust thinned, major depressions or basins were formed 

stretching from the San Luis basin near the Colorado-New Mexico border to the Palomas-San Marcial basin in 
southern New Mexico.  One of the basins formed under what is now metropolitan Albuquerque and is called the 

Albuquerque-Belen basin.  It is miles deep and stretches from just below the Jemez Mountains to near Socorro.  

Some geologists believe that the ancestral Rio Grande began about 4 million years ago and that the modern 
river formed as a major river 1–2 million years ago.  Water from the surrounding watershed soon found its way 

into the rift, filling the basins with water and sediment allowing the infant river to make its slow journey south.    

Eventually, the young river found its way to Texas and, meeting with the Pecos River, finally flowed into the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

As the young river migrated south from the mountains of southern Colorado, it brought with it a wide variety of 

plants and animals, most notably, the Rio Grande cottonwood, a sub-species of the prairie cottonwood.  These 
cottonwoods eventually created one of the largest, if not the largest, riverside cottonwood forests in the 

world…the Rio Grande Bosque.

For millennia, our ever-evolving river has provided life-giving water to quench our thirst and irrigate our lands.  
Beginning over twelve thousand years ago, Paleo-Indians used the Rio Grande for their basic needs, and the 

Puebloans cut networks of irrigation ditches to provide water to their crops.  In the 17th century, the Spanish 

brought a more complex type of irrigation channel called “acequia,” (community constructed, maintained, and 
owned irrigation channels) to the Southwest, and some of those original acequias are still in use today.

The Rio Grande is not as it once was over two hundred years ago, winding its way in a ribbon from bank to 

bank, with regular flooding washing all in its path downstream.  Late in the 19th century and into the early 20th 
century, in an effort to tame the wild river, engineers and government agencies began to channelize and 

engineer the river’s course.  Tens of thousands of Kellner Jacks, commonly known as jetty jacks, were installed 

along the river to collect debris during floods, funnel the floodwater back into the river, and help protect the 
engineered riverbanks, levees, and canals.  The Rio Grande is not without its dams and reservoirs.  On the 

southern reach of the river the Elephant Butte (containing the state’s largest reservoir), and Caballo Dams were 

constructed in the first half of the 20th century while Cochiti Dam was completed in 1975.  Cochiti Dam is one of 
the largest earth-filled dams in the United States, measuring over 28,000 feet long and over 270 feet tall.  All 

three dams serve flood control functions and provide recreational opportunities for visitors.

Without our Rio Grande, most of the cities, towns, villages, and Pueblos along its banks would not be what they 
are today.  While our river is not as large as the Mississippi or as picturesque as the Yukon, it is the life-blood of 

our state and deserves our protection.

*As stated above, the Rio Grande is the fourth longest river in the United States.  Some people think the Mississippi is the longest but the 

Missouri is the longest, followed by the Mississippi, then the Yukon.  New Mexico is also home to another long river, the Pecos, coming in 

at 16th.

Photo from 

Wikipedia



Anaisa Tyger Nuñez grew up near Silver City in 

southwestern New Mexico and is delighted to be 

back, working for the Albuquerque Open Space 

Division.  She usually goes by her middle name, 

which reflects her mother’s previous obsession 
with the striped felines.

Tyger took her current job about 1½ years ago, 

having moved back to her home state from Texas, 

and before that, the East Coast.  She is now the 

Education Coordinator for OSD, teaching children 

in schools and families and older people about 

the beautiful lands in Open Space around us, 

especially in the Bosque.

Tyger temporarily left college at Western New 

Mexico University (finishing college later with 

degrees in Arabic and Chicano and Chicana 

Studies) for AmeriCorps positions in New 

England, Baltimore and New York City.  There, she 

especially enjoyed working with immigrant 

families, noting how devoted they were to their 

children.  She worked closely with other 

humanitarian groups, including Habitat for 

Humanity and the American Red Cross.  

In her job, Tyger supervises two educators; in 

their private life, she and her husband enjoy 

gardening, bird watching, bicycling, and visiting 

with her family in Silver City.  “I’m especially 
attracted to amphibians,” she told me –” just  talk 
with me about frogs!”

When I spoke with her recently under the apricot 

trees in the Heritage Garden at the Open Space 

Visitor Center, Tyger had just returned from giving 

a nature presentation to children at the charter 

school where her husband teaches, Ace 

Leadership High School.  She loved it; I’ll bet the 
kids did too. Her enthusiasm is infectious.

Tyger Nuñez loves educating everyone 

about nature in Open Space

PAGE 5

OSA Mission: OSA will enhance the 

experiences of all users of Albuquerque Open 

Space lands by providing financial support for 

Open Space programs; by advocating for 

sustainability and expansion of Open Space 

programs; and by encouraging increased public 

involvement with and use of Open Space lands.

OSA Board members: Steve Glass, president,; 

Bill Pentler, Colleen Shackley, Augusta Farley, 

Lance Chilton 



What’s Happening in Space (ABQ Open Space) in June, July and August?
There are too many wonderful 

events happening every three 

months in city and county Open 

Space to list in each issue of a short 

newsletter.  So here are some 

highlights of coming attractions, 

and details are available on the 

City’s Open Space Division events 
website and on Bernalillo County’s 
Open Space webpage. We had a 

wonderful Festival of the Cranes in 

November, attended by almost as 

many cranes as people!

A few extra-special events to 

highlight these three months (go to 

those websites for more info and to 

register, or call the Open Space 

Visitor Center at 505-768-4950):
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We want you!... to join us and/or to donate toward our work.

Please see how to support our efforts at openspacealliance.org. And you’re always welcome at 
our meetings.

June 13, 1-8 pm, Open Space Visitor Center (OSVC) -- our Annual 

Juneteenth Celebration, honoring freedom, history, and community! This 

FREE family-friendly event highlights the rich cultural heritage and 

contributions of African Americans through art, music, storytelling, and 

hands-on activities. 

June 17, 2 -4 pm, OSVC: Exciting art openings: In the West Gallery, The 

Albuquerque Abstract Artists Alliance, formed in 2024, brings together 

14 professional artists dedicated to advancing abstract art in 

Albuquerque’s vibrant creative community. Through a wide range of 
painting mediums and approaches, the artists explore abstraction as a 

powerful language for expressing personal narratives, emotions, and 

interpretations of nature and community.   In the East Gallery, Cathe 

Bloomfield Collard presents Wonders & Wisdom of the Wild, which 

brings together sculpture and watercolor works that celebrate the 

wonder, intelligence, and quiet magic of the natural world. Inspired by 

childhood landscapes and close encounters with wildlife, the artist 

creates visual stories that blend realism with subtle fantasy. 

July 11, 2026, 9 am-2 pm, OSVC.  International Mud Day, a free, family-

friendly event honoring one of nature’s most playful elements—mud! 

August 15, 2026, 12 noon to 2 pm, OSVC. Free Art Workshop for Teens. 

Join Susan E. Roden, instructor at the New Mexico Art League, for an 

engaging art demonstration created especially for teens.

https://www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/open-space/events
https://www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/open-space/events
https://www.bernco.gov/community-services/open-space/
https://www.bernco.gov/community-services/open-space/
http://openspacealliance.org/
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